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Joshua 1:1-9



Defining Success

– File your taxes & you get money back

– Grade school friend brags they know you

– Buy a shirt at Wal-Mart & not feel guilty

– Only stay awake days worrying about 
success
• Ecclesiastes 5:9, “The sleep of a labouring

man is sweet,…but the abundance of the rich 
will not suffer him to sleep.”



God Definition of Success

Joshua 1:1-9
Guaranteed success for Joshua & Israel

What was the proven ingredient?

Follow God’s Directions



Vs. 6-7, Be Strong

• Strong, In what sense?
– Chazaq-(khaw-zak)- “to fasten”, “bind to”

• Faith in God’s promises
• Faith in God: Past, Present, & Future
• Faith in those things hoped for; not seen
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– Ephesians 6:10, “… my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord , and in the power of his might.”



Vs. 6-7, Be Strong
• 1 Corinthians 16:13, “Watch ye, stand fast in the 

faith, quit you like men, be strong .”

• 2 Corinthians 12:10, “I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities,            
in persecutions, in distresses for               
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak,                  
then am I strong.”

• 2 Timothy 2:1, “… be strong in the                 
grace that is in Christ Jesus .”



Vs. 6-7, Be Courageous
• Joshua needed courage to…

– Be PATIENT with unfaithful people!

– PROCLAIM God’s word!

– PERSERVER over his enemies!
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– Daniel 6, Daniel and                               
the Lion’s Den



Vs. 6-7, Be Courageous

– Daniel 3, Shadrach, Meshach, &  Abednego 
didn’t Bow, Bend, or Burn

– Luke 22:42, “Father, if thou be willing, remove 
this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, 
but thine, be done.”

– Acts 21:13, Paul said, “I am ready not only to 
be imprisoned, but even to die in       
Jerusalem for the name of the                     
Lord Jesus.”



Vs. 8, Be Informed
• “… meditate there in day and night…”

– I will not leave you
– Learn to do according to God’s will
– Be prosperous and have success
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– 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to shew thyself 
approved unto God, a workman                     
that needeth not to be ashamed,                 
rightly dividing the word  of truth.”



Vs. 8, Be Informed
• 2 Peter 1:5-9, “giving all diligence, add to your 

faith virtue…knowledge …temperance …
patience…godliness…brotherly kindness 
…charity. For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these 
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

• Proverbs 15:14, “ The heart of him                     
that hath understanding seeketh
knowledge : but the mouth of fools                  
feedeth on foolishness.”



Vs. 9, Be Fully Obedient
• “Have I not commanded thee?

– Be not dismayed
– Be obedient, God is with you 
– Do all in the name of the Lord

• Colossians 3;17, “… whatsoever ye do        
in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus , giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.”

• Presupposes point #3 (Be informed)
– 1 John 5:3, “For this is the love of God,       

that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous.”



Vs. 9, Be Fully Obedient
– Hebrews 5:8-9, “Though he were a Son, yet 

learned he obedience by the things which he 
suffered; And being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him…”

– Acts 5:29, “ Peter and the other apostles 
answered and said, We ought to obey God 
rather than men.”
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Conclusion
• GOD’S DIRECTIONS: ONE WAY

– Joshua 1:5, “… as I was with Moses,             
so I will be with thee: I will not fail               
thee, nor forsake thee.”

Be COURAGEOUS, Vs. 6-7
Be STRONG, Vs. 6-7
Be INFORMED, Vs. 8
Be OBEDIENT, Vs. 9

• RESULTS
– Joshua 1:9, “… the Lord thy God is with thee 

withersoever thou goest.”

God’s Way
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Joshua 1:1-9


