
Marriage As 
Designed by God



Who Defines Marriage?
� The world…?

� Romans 12:2, “… be not conformed                   
to this world : but be ye transformed by          
the renewing of your mind, that ye may     
prove   what is that good, and acceptable,    
and perfect, will of God.”

� OR, God…?
� 1 Peter 1:25, “…the word of the Lord endureth

forever.”
� Hebrews 4:12, “…the word of God is

quick, and powerful, and sharper than           
any two edged sword…”



God’s Definition of Marriage
� Genesis 2:21-24, “…the LORD God caused a 

deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and 
he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 
instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD 
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man.  And Adam said, This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: 
she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”

Leave, Cleave, & Conceive



God’s Definition of Marriage
� Jesus words about marriage 

� Matthew 19:3-6, “… he which made them at 
the beginning made them male and female,
And said, For this cause shall a man leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his 
wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder…

� Vs. 9, Whosoever shall put away his wife, 
EXCEPT it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is  put away doth           
commit adultery.”



1. Companionship
� Genesis 2:18-20, “…the LORD 

God said, It is not good that the 
man should be alone; I will make 
him an help meet for him .  And 
out of the ground the LORD God 
formed every beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air; and 
brought them unto Adam to see 
what he would call them: … but 
for Adam there was not found an 
help meet for him.”

God’s Purposes for Marriage



God’s Purposes for Marriage
2. Propagate the Human Race

� Genesis 1:28 , God said, “Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: 
and have dominion over … every 
living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.”

� Genesis 9:1 , God told Noah & his 
sons, “Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and replenish the earth…”



3. Forum for raising children
� Ephesians 6:1-3, “Children, obey     

your parents in the Lord: for this         
is right . Honour thy father and    
mother ; (which is the first 
commandment with promise;)         
That it may be well with thee,            
and   thou mayest live long on           
the earth.”

� Colossians 3:20, “Children, obey your
parents in all things: for this is well 
pleasing unto the Lord.”

God’s Purposes for Marriage



God’s Purposes for Marriage
4. Prevent lust & immorality

� 1 Corinthians 7:2-4, “ …to avoid fornication,     
let every man have his own wife, and let      
every woman have her own husband . Let the 
husband render unto the wife due benevolence: 
and likewise also the wife unto the husband.”

� 1 Corinthians 7:8-9, “…to the unmarried and 
widows, It is good for them if they abide even as 
I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for 
it is better to marry than to burn.”

� Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled : but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge.”



5. Develop Spiritual Maturity
� Ephesians 5:22-32, “Wives, submit yourselves 

unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 
the saviour of the body. Therefore as the 
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives 
be to their own husbands in every thing...”

� 1 Peter 3:7, “…husbands, dwell with them
according to knowledge, giving honour unto 
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and                
as being heirs together of the grace of life             
that your prayers be not hindered .”

God’s Purposes for Marriage



Nature of God’s Marriage Law
1.  Has never changed

� Matthew 19:8, Jesus said, “Moses 
because of the hardness of your 
hearts suffered you to put away 
your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so.”

2.  Oldest of all laws
� Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a 

man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife: and they shall be one flesh.”



Nature of God’s Marriage Law
3.  Binding commitment

� Romans 7:2-3, “… the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by the law 
to her husband so long as he liveth ; 
but if the husband be dead, she is 
loosed from the law of her husband. 
So then if, while her husband liveth, 
she be married to another man, she 
shall be called an adulteress: but if 
her husband be dead, she is free 
from that law; so that she is no 
adulteress, though she be married to 
another man.”



Nature of God’s Marriage Law
4.  Husband head of the  

wife/family
� Ephesians 5:22-24, “… the 

husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Christ is the 
head of the church: and he is 
the saviour of the body. 
Therefore as the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own 
husbands in every thing.”



Nature of God’s Marriage Law
5.  Wife subject to husband

� Colossians 3:18, “Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your 
own husbands, as it is fit in the 
Lord.”

� 1 Peter 3:1, “…ye wives, be in 
subjection to your own 
husbands; that, if any obey not 
the word, they also may without 
the word be won by the 
conversation of the wives…”



Nature of God’s Marriage Law
6.  Cemented with love

� Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave 
himself for it…”

� Titus 2:3-5, Aged woman,
“…teach the young women to be 
sober, to love their husbands , to 
love their children,  To be
discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
good, obedient to their own 
husbands, that the word of God 
be not blasphemed.”



Marriages Are Strengthened by…

Companionship with each other

Commitment to each other and to God

Communication with each other

Husbands honoring & loving their wives

Wives submitting & loving their husbands

Commitment to marriage for life



Marriage As 
Designed by God


